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Outdoor concert
event supports
Youth One

Al Beeber
LETHBRIDGE HERALD
abeeber@lethbridgeherald.com

Under sunny skies in front of an appreciative out-
door audience, Remedy Music School of Saskatoon
celebrated mental well-being in support of Youth
One Youth and Family Centre on Thursday.

Youth One is “decided to providing young people
with a place of belonging, support and guidance,”
says its website.
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DEVELOPMENT

PERMITS

~
LAND USE BYLAW 6300

Take notice that the following
Discretionary Use applications and
applications involving waivers have
been approved by the Development
Officers. More information can be
obtained by calling 403-320-3920.

SOUTH AVENUES AND STREETS:

622 17 Street South DEV14627
Low Density Residential District

Secondary Suite — New

Waiver, Accessory Building Maximum Height
WEST AVENUES AND STREETS:

101 Rutgers Crescent West DEV14673
Low Density Residential District

Secondary Suite, New

408 Canyon Ridge Circle West DEV14729
Low Density Residential District

Waiver, Rear Setback - Single Detached
Dwelling with uncovered rear deck.

1123 Coalbrook Place West DEV14738
Mixed Density Residential District

Waiver, Accessory Building Parcel Coverage
502 Edinburgh Road West DEV14746
Low Density Residential District

Home Occupation, Type B (Nails)

A letter of appeal may be delivered and/or
mailed to:

Secretary of the Subdivision and
Development Appeal Board, City Clerk’s
Office, 2" Floor 910 - 4 Avenue South,
Lethbridge, AB T1) 0OP6, Phone
403-329-7329, for receipt no later than
August 21, 2023.

For more info, visit:

Lethbridge.ca/living-here/My-Property/
Pages/Public-Notices
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Christine Johnston of Remedy Music School performs at a concert in support of Youth One Youth and Family Centre at Legacy Park
on Thursday. The event, which celebrated mental well-being, was part of a tour by Saskatoon-based Remedy Music.

It offers after school programs and
support services for youth aged 11 to 18
with programs designed to give them “a
community of belonging support and
guidance during their formative years.”

The Legacy concert was part of

Remedy’s “Cut the World” tour and
featured artists of different genres and
backgrounds, some making their out-of-
province performing debuts on the tour.

The school was started in the fall of

2021 as a nurturing place for artists to

get support and development while
prioritizing their mental well being.

“Remedy Music School aims to pro-
vide accessible avenues for individuals
to experience this therapeutic power,”
says the school.

Ag disaster declared as local
growing conditions deteriorate

Heather Cameron
SOUTHERN ALBERTA NEWSPAPERS
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Municipal District of Taber has
declared an agricultural disaster.

At their Council meeting on July 18,
Council made the decision for the crop
year 2023 as current conditions in the
M.D. fit RMA (Rural Municipalities of
Alberta) guidelines for an agricultural
disaster.

The M.D. stated they made this
declaration to “address the severe
drought conditions which are negatively
impacting local agricultural producers,”
especially within the dryland areas of
the municipality. They recognized the
importance of agricultural production
to the economy and “stand with local
producers during this difficult time.”

According to the news release an-
nouncing the declaration, the Alberta
Crop Report rated all crop conditions in
the South at 35 per cent good or excel-
lent as of July 11. Soil moisture reserves,
the release stated, are severely depleted
at 42 per cent. The news release also
said that desiccated conditions have
caused grasshopper infestations over 17
per cent of acres and approximately 46
per cent of pastures and hay are in poor
condition. Annual crops have decreased
by six per cent and are now rated poor
by 23 per cent. This year, the release
said, is the third consecutive year that
the M.D. has declared such a disaster
with the first year being 2021. Factors
that led to the disaster being declared
include varying winter snowpack, lack
of early season moisture, lack of pre-
cipitation, and high temperatures, the
release said.

The declaration of an agricultural
disaster, Council discussed on July 18,
will ultimately get communicated to
relevant ministers at the provincial
and federal levels in order to bring
awareness to the scenario. As Council
discussed the issue, they acknowledged
that the M.D.’s ag fieldman was already
preparing the letter for the necessary
ministers.

Council initially struggled how to

word their declaration because although
there are good crops in the irrigated ar-
eas, the areas that are not being irrigated
are struggling and the dry grassland
areas are really suffering. This was part
of the discussion they had during the
Council meeting that led them to de-
clare the agricultural disaster.

During the discussion, Councillor
Hildebrandt expressed concern about
there being a risk of problems within
the irrigated areas because of the heavy
utilization of irrigation.

“There will be some irrigators that are
going to struggle with adequacy of the
water supply,” Councillor Hildebrandt
said. “Some of the forage producers as
well as some of the crop producers are
really going to struggle to have adequate
water supplies for them to finish the ir-
rigating season so I believe there is a risk
there even to the irrigated producers.
The other impact that they’re experienc-
ing is very high pumping costs as well
because of the high usage.”

Councillor Turcato agreed with
Hildebrandt’s words and added that the
M.D. is currently seeing some under-
utilized land that had some early silage
taken off that is not being reseeded.

“The potential, if we had a normal
year, would have been much higher,”
Turcato said.
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A grasshopper clings to a stalk of grain growing in a dryland field last season.

DeGroot said that however the letter
was written, the M.D. needed to show
the value of irrigation to the municipal-
ity. Without irrigation, DeGroot said, the
M.D. of Taber would not exist. DeGroot
also wanted to ensure that the impor-
tance of the Chin Coulee Expansion,
and how water security is such a factor
were all included in the letter to the
provincial and federal ministers.

“In spite of erratic and low precipita-
tion levels, we are fortunate to have
continuous access to potable water
as well as the comprehensive water
security our irrigation districts provide,”
Reeve Harris said. “It has never been
more crucial that this vital resource is
made available.”

Councillor Hildebrandt acknowledged
that the current situation was a dire situ-
ation for all, especially dry land produc-
ers, and warranted declaration of an ag
disaster, as the season is every bit as dry
as it was in the year 2000.

“Water security, this could be less of a
disaster had we had more ability to store
more water,” Councillor Turcato said.
“We might not see some under-utilized
irrigation acres. Also, the expansion of
irrigation acres in the area, an increased
83,000 acres over the SMRID over the

next eight years is going to be really
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Notice of

Public Hearing

Bylaw 6407 - Amendment
to Bylaw 6296

Clean Energy Improvement

T

Oct. 17,2023 - 3:00 PM.
City Hall - 910 4th Ave. S.

What is This Bylaw About?

beneficial. So this is a way of high-
lighting the need for water security
not only for crops and livestock but
also for using it for human con-
sumption.”

A motion was ultimately made
that the M.D. of Taber declare
an agricultural disaster due to
the extreme lack of rainfall and
drought-like conditions within
the district and that Administra-
tion draft a Municipal Agricultural
Disaster Declaration for submission
to the Province of Alberta Financial
Services Corporation and Rural

This Bylaw amends bylaw 6296 the Clean Energy
Improvement Tax Bylaw to remove annual caps on
funding the program, allowing more property owners
to have access to funding sooner. It does not change
the overall program spending limit.

Tell Us What You Think

#" Written submissions by Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2023
@ Verbal presentations on Tuesday, Oct. 17,2023
Bylaw can be viewed at City Hall, 910 — 4 Avenue S.

Questions regarding this Bylaw contact Larry
Laverty, Assessment and Taxation Manager at
larry.laverty@lethbridge.ca

For additional information on this bylaw, filing a
petition related to this bylaw, or any other question
please contact 311.

For more info, visit:

lethbridge3

lethbridge.ca/notices

Municipalities of Alberta, as it will
highlight the need for water security
for not only crops and livestock, but
also water security for human con-
sumption. The motion was carried
unanimously.

“As fellow farmers and residents
of southern Alberta, we stand with
our dryland farmers and livestock
producers during these harsh and
difficult times,” Reeve Harris said.
“We will continue to advocate for
relief measures at the provincial
level and will support produc-
ers in accessing any recovery and
assistance programs that become
available.”

Agricultural disaster has also
been declared in the counties of
Vulcan, Foothills, Stettler, Paint-
earth, Cypress and Wheatland.





